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But I will tell you this: Those who want
to commit terror against the United States
or our friends and allies must beware that
they will be hunted down. And those nations
which harbor a terrorist or feed a terrorist
or hide a terrorist or clothe a terrorist better
be aware of the United States and our
friends, because they will be brought to jus-
tice. Now is a time for the free world to stand
up and defend the freedoms that these evil
ones hate.

Norway’s Role in the Middle East
Q. Mr. President, what kind of role do you

see for Norway in the Middle East?
President Bush. Well, that’s going to be

up to the Prime Minister. And we haven’t
had this discussion yet. I do know he’s com-
mitted to peace, and for that I am most grate-
ful. I look forward to getting his advice and
counsel.

I think he would share with me the same
sentiment, that it’s going to be very difficult
to have any kind of peace in the Middle East
so long as terror runs loose, so long as there
are people—individuals who feel like they
can kill and murder to prevent us from get-
ting to any kind of peace process. There is
a plan in place, called the Mitchell process.
But evidently, there are terrorists who can’t
stand the thought of peace, and they must
be brought to justice.

Prime Minister Bondevik. Yes, let me
add, I fully agree with the President. And
I will also inform him now, during our talk,
that I today had a telephone conversation
with Chairman Arafat and with Prime Min-
ister Sharon before I came here. So I have
fresh messages to the President from them.
And I urged Arafat to do his utmost to stop
the terror, to arrest the people behind the
terror. It’s time for him now to show leader-
ship. I also urged Prime Minister Sharon to
avoid further escalation of violence, because
I am afraid that this will bring us into a ter-
rible situation which can end up in a war.

Now they have stopped the bombing of
Palestinian targets for the last 26 hours. I
hope that this ceasefire will continue and that
there will be a possibility after some time
to again establish contacts between the par-
ties in the Middle East, because the alter-
native is so bad, to all of us.

September 11 Commemoration
President Bush. Let me make one correc-

tion, if you don’t mind. The anthem will be
played at 8:46 a.m., here on the White House
grounds. And we’re asking other nations to
play their anthems or respective tunes. I
wanted to correct the time, so that as we
prepare this reminder about the evil and as
we stand fast against terror, that we’ve got
the correct time that we’re going to do so.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. The President also referred to
the Mitchell report, the Report of the Sharm al-
Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, issued April 30.
Prime Minister Bondevik referred to Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Executive Order 13238—Closing of
Federal Government Executive
Departments and Agencies on
Monday, December 24, 2001
December 5, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. All executive branch depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment shall be closed and their employees ex-
cused from duty on Monday, December 24,
2001, the day before Christmas Day, except
as provided in section 2 below.

Sec. 2. The heads of executive branch de-
partments and agencies may determine that
certain offices and installations of their orga-
nizations, or parts thereof, must remain open
and that certain employees must report for
duty on December 24, 2001, for reasons of
national security or defense or other public
reasons.

Sec. 3. Monday, December 24, 2001, shall
be considered as falling within the scope of
Executive Order 11582 of February 11, 1971,
and of 5 U.S.C. 5546 and 6103(b) and other
similar statutes insofar as they relate to the
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pay and leave of employees of the United
States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 5, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:08 a.m., December 7, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 6, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 10.

Remarks Announcing the
Appointment of Andrew
von Eschenbach as the Director of
the National Cancer Institute
December 6, 2001

Thank you all very much, and welcome to
the White House. Today our Nation is at a
war to defend our way of life. But we’ve been
engaged in a war to defend our quality of
life for many decades. The war on cancer
has been a top priority of medical and re-
search communities, and it’s a top priority
of this administration.

As we stand on the brink of amazing break-
throughs in cancer research, breakthroughs
that will lead to new cancer therapies and
hopefully to cancer cures, I’m pleased to in-
troduce the man who will lead the National
Cancer Institute in its war on cancer, Dr.
Andrew von Eschenbach.

I want to welcome Andy’s family. Thank
you all for coming. I want to thank my friend
Tommy Thompson for doing such a fine job
as the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices. Another member of my Cabinet is here,
the Director of Homeland Security, Gov-
ernor Tom Ridge. Thank you for coming,
Tom. And I’ve got to recognize my parents’
old Congressman, Bill Archer from Houston.
Thank you for coming, Bill. Tell them hello
back home.

Thirty years ago, this month, President
Richard Nixon signed into law legislation au-
thorizing the Director of the National Cancer
Institute to develop an expanded, intensified,
and coordinated cancer research program.
The Cancer Progress Report of 2001 was re-

leased earlier this week, and it contains good
news. We’ve made substantial progress in the
war on cancer over the past three decades.
Advances in science to prevent, detect, and
treat cancer have directly contributed to an
overall reduction in both new cancer cases
and cancer death rates.

The National Cancer Institute has pro-
vided the funding and the expertise to make
money of these advances possible—many of
these advances possible. The NCI has funded
billions of dollars in research, exploring hun-
dreds of methods to combat cancer. We
know that early detection often makes the
difference between life and death. So NCI-
funded scientists are exploring effective
methods to detect the first signs of cancer.
We know that more focused cancer treat-
ments can make cancer therapy less painful.
So NCI-funded scientists are actively inves-
tigating drugs that may stop tumor growth
by preventing new blood vessels from reach-
ing the tumor.

We still have a long way to go. Despite
our victories, each day 3,400 Americans are
diagnosed with some form of cancer, and
more than 1,500 die from the disease. Almost
every American family has been touched by
cancer. But each new discovery brings hope.
And the Government can bolster that hope
by funding vital medical research and by at-
tracting talented people to conduct the re-
search.

Andy von Eschenbach is one of America’s
finest medical researchers. He got his start
in the medical field right here in Washington,
DC, where he attended Georgetown Univer-
sity Medical School. He’s been a member of
the faculty at the University of Texas, M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas,
since 1977.

Andy is the director of M.D. Anderson’s
prostate cancer research program. He is a
professor of urology, a consulting professor
of cancer biology, and a surgeon. He under-
stands that basic research is the foundation
to any success in eliminating cancer and that
research breakthroughs must be translated
into effective treatments for patients.

Andy also understands personally the im-
portance of our war on cancer. He is a two-
time cancer survivor, all too familiar with
cancer’s frightening effects. He will bring to


